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Dear Families,  
 

A warm welcome back to you all.  I hope 
you enjoyed the wonderful warm weather 
over the Easter holidays and found the 
break restorative.  As ever, our children 
returned to St. Mary’s with smiling faces 
and a great enthusiasm for learning.   
 

This week, during our collective worship, 
we have been focusing on the Apostle Paul 
and the ‘fruit of the Spirit’.  I shared with 
the children some of the characteristics 
Paul spoke of including love, joy,          
faithfulness, peace, kindness and self-
control.  At the end of our worship we 
were delighted that Harrison and Lyla led 
us in prayer to give thanks for the love we 
share with each   other here at school. 
 

For those of our Year 2 parents who were 
unable to join us for our KS1 SATs meeting 
before the start of the Easter holidays, the 
presentation is now on our website.  There 
is also information under the teaching and 
learning tab about our Year 1 and Year 2 
curriculum plans.  I hope you will find 
these plans helpful in understanding the 
curriculum content the children are     
learning.  It shows the broad and exciting 
range of learning experiences we offer for 
our children here at St. Mary’s. 
 

With best wishes, 
Sarah Grier  
Headteacher 
 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception                               
We have been admiring the 
beautiful tulips in the Reception 
garden and were inspired to 
make observational drawings of 
the flowers. We had to look 
very closely at the flowers and 
really concentrate to make our 
drawings look like the flowers in 
the garden. 

Year One                         
Year One have had a fabulous first 
week back and have worked hard 
in all of their lessons. Our trainee 
teacher, Mrs Prior, has 
taught Maths this week and she 
has been so impressed with the 
children's achievements.   

Year Two                         
We have been busy investigating 
different solids and liquids and 
what happens to them when 
mixed with water. We found out 
that a potato masher created 
more bubbles than a whisk 
when used to mix different soap 
products with water.  

St. Mary’s Really Useful Sheet 
Your child will be bringing home our new 

Really Useful Sheet packed full of all the 

information you may need in a handy A5 

sized leaflet. Please let us know what you 

think! 

http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/information-for-parents
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will write instructions telling others how to keep safe near roads.  
 

Maths - We will revisit ordering numbers 1 -20 and counting backwards from 20. We will     
rehearse the fact that teen numbers are ten and some more and write addition number     
sentences to show this.  
 

Topic - We will consider which vehicles travel on the road.  We will also learn about road        
safety including how to keep safe when we are near roads and when we travel in vehicles.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be focusing on poetry this term and reading ‘Out and About’ by Shirley Hughes.                                   
We will be looking at how poems are written, how adjectives bring the poems to life and story 
mapping our own version.  
 

Maths - We will focus on addition and subtraction using what we have learnt about 10s and 
units to solve number and word problems.   
 

Topic - In topic we will be having our WOW day trip visiting Lea Woods on the Filkin's Estate. 
We will learn about different types of trees, woodland plants, animals and their habitats.   

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will be preparing for our SATs reading assessments by reading fiction and non-
fiction texts and answering questions about them. Please can you help support your child by 
completing some of these at home in your CGP SATS books. Thank You.  
 

Maths - We will be preparing  for our SATs maths assessments by practising our arithmetic and 
reasoning skills. Please remember that Super Numbies homework has finished so that you can 
practise the maths questions in the CGP SATs maths books.  
 

Topic - We will begin to practise our maypole dancing and continue with our cricket sessions 
with George Setterfield. In DT we will learn about healthy and unhealthy foods and find out 
about 
where in the world different foods come from. We  will also taste some of these foods and describe them.            

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 

Year Two       

Muck, Mess & 

Mixtures 

Reception - Are we 

there yet?  Year One 

The          

Enchanted 

Woodland 
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Messages & Notices 
 

Drop-in Sessions 
Please remember that every Tuesday between 3.00-3.30pm staff will be available for you to have a ‘drop-in’          
conversation.  This is an opportunity for you to share some exciting information from home or to raise a concern in 
an informal way.  We do recognise that for some parents this may not be a convenient day or time, so don’t worry, 
our usual appointment system is also still available should you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 

Playground Equipment at the end of the day 
Unfortunately for Health and Safety reasons neither the children nor their siblings are allowed on the playground 
equipment once they have been dismissed from class at the end of the day. We appreciate it is tempting so are en-
suring that the children have plenty of opportunity to use all the equipment throughout the day. 
 

Bake Sale in Aid of Autism Awareness Week 
“We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who donated and bought cakes at our bake sale before Easter in 
aid of Autism Awareness Week.  We made an impressive £187 for the National Autistic Society! We've left some 
leaflets in the school office if anyone would like to know more about autism." Selina Lovell and Gemma Mallon 
 

Well done! 
A huge congratulations to Laura Batt-Lewis and Ryan Lewis for completing the Manchester Marathon on 7th April in 
aid of the Haemophilia Society! 

Message from the Governors 

Welcome back to all our families, I hope you enjoyed a sunny and relaxing Easter holiday.  

There’s an exciting term ahead at St Mary’s, full of new topics, school trips, clubs, music, sport, May Dancing and 
Forest School. Part of our role as Governors is to ensure that St Mary’s provided the best possible curriculum for 
the children:  I hope you agree that this term really demonstrates the rich and broad range of activities and 
learning available. 

This term, all the Governors expect to visit the school at least once to monitor the 3 key development priorities 
for this academic year:  

Improve outcomes in writing; 

Embed and develop the school’s Christian distinctiveness; 

Develop the teaching and assessment of science. 

We’ll be talking to the children, meeting staff and looking carefully at the school data. A few examples include:  

Richard will be visiting to discuss SEN support;  
John will be working with staff to ensure we’re up to date with our health and safety; 
I’ll be looking at data to see how writing outcomes have improved; 
We’ll discuss the school’s Christian values with children in school council. 
 

Governors will also attend training sessions, strategic updates with ODST and meetings about finance. 

We look forward to talking to parents and carers at school events and coffee mornings, and as ever, if you have 
anything you’d like to discuss with a Governor, do get in contact via the office. 

Kate Pengelly, Chair of Governors 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL YEAR 1 TRIP TO LEA WOOD, FILKINS ESTATE YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 6TH MAY MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY  ALL SCHOOL CLOSED 

FRIDAY 10TH MAY YEAR 2 CAKE SALE ALL WELCOME 3.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY COLOURBOX B/W & CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY VISION SCREENING RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY PHONICS SCREENING PRESENTATION YEAR 1 PARENTS 2.15pm 

FRIDAY 17TH MAY YEAR 1 CAKE SALE ALL WELCOME 3.00pm 

THURSDAY 23RD MAY MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN ALL 1.45pm 

FRIDAY 24TH MAY RECEPTION CAKE SALE ALL WELCOME 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 24TH MAY END OF HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 3RD JUNE SUMMER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 6TH JUNE SEND AFTERNOON TEA ALL WELCOME 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 7TH JUNE SWIMMING LESSONS START YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 10TH JUNE PHONICS SCREENING WEEK YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 12TH JUNE COLLECTIVE WORSHIP FOLLOWED BY     

COFFEE MORNING 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am 

MONDAY 17TH JUNE RAGS2RICHES BAG COLLECTION ALL  

TUESDAY 18TH JUNE TRANSITION MEETING FOR PARENTS RECEPTION PARENTS & 

YEAR 1 PARENTS 

6.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 20TH JUNE NEW RECEPTION PARENTS’ MEETING  6.00-7.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 26TH JUNE MEETING AT THE BATT - YEAR 2 PARENTS YEAR 2 PARENTS 6.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 26TH JUNE FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING  7.00pm 

THURSDAY 27TH JUNE RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HENRY BOX RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 29TH JUNE SUMMER FAYRE ALL  

WEDNESDAY 3RD JULY TRANSITION DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 10TH JULY SPORTS DAY ON CHURCH GREEN ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

THURSDAY 11TH JULY YEAR 2 ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HENRY BOX YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 12TH JULY REPORTS HOME TO PARENTS ALL  

THURSDAY 18TH JULY LEAVERS’ ASSEMBLY IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL 9.30am 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

