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Dear Families, 
 
I do hope you are all keeping safe and well; 
our value of the month is Perseverance and 
we are certainly being tested to the limit as 
we manage our busy lives around a country 
in lockdown! 
 
As I write this, I am searching for the words 
to give you some encouragement in the 
midst of a global pandemic in the middle of 
January. My thoughts turn to our school’s 
vision of ‘Do Everything in Love,’ from            
1 Corinthians 16:14. As I look around our 
school and community, there are so many 
touching examples of the kindness and love, 
given freely by so many people. This week, I 
have had offers of help from the Church and 
the Rotary Club who want to support our 
families who are eligible for free school 
meals; there has been an army of volunteers 
who have helped out at the medical centres 
with the vaccination clinics; children at home 
and at school have been thinking how they 
can make new year’s resolutions to be kind 
to others; and of course, the love shown by 
the critical workers who are working so hard 
to fight the pandemic.  
 
We would really enjoy hearing more         
examples from you and your children of how 
love is being shown to others in our school, 
families and the wider community and invite 
you to talk about this around the dinner        
table. Do email any examples to the office, 
and also suggestions of how we might be 
able to help our community at this time, 
showing them our love and support and     
giving hope and encouragement to anyone 
who might need it. 
 
Kind regards, 
Claire Doland, 
Acting Headteacher 
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The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Perseverance.                                      

Messages & Notices 
 

Statutory Testing 
You may have heard in the news earlier this week that all statutory 
testing for schools has been suspended for this year. This means        
children will not be required to take the Phonics Screening test in  
Year 1 and SATS in Year 2. We will be keeping the learning on track as 
far as possible to ensure your children receive the same high quality 
teaching and learning throughout the year and teachers will still         
continue to assess children’s progress, but this does seem to be the 
fairest option for the Government to have taken, under the present 
circumstances.  
 

Home Learning 
A huge thank you goes out to all of you who are working hard to       
support your children’s learning at home. The staff have really           
enjoyed messaging you online and seeing the work that the children 
are doing. We aim to continue with this model on ClassDojo as it is 
user-friendly for parents, children and staff. Thank you also for all the 
wonderful comments you have sent to us, in support of our efforts to 
provide high quality lessons. Teachers are continuing to improve their 
plans and be as creative as possible to support you and offer              
alternatives to time on the screen.  My thanks also go to the staff as 
they continue to juggle the remote learning, teaching in school and 
managing their own family circumstances. 
 

Collective Worship 
Rev’d Sally Wright has sent this You Tube link for Collective Worship 
this week on the baptism of Jesus. https://youtu.be/jmQ1dPAojic  
We hope you enjoy sharing it with your children. 
 

Free School Meals Eligibility 
If you are eligible for free school meals or your circumstances have 
changed and you think you might be eligible, do get in touch with us 
by emailing office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk as we may be 
able to support you during this time. 
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