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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 1 – 10th September 2021 

Dear Families, 
 

Firstly, thank you for all the warm          
welcomes I have received over the last 
week. They have really made my move 
here a happy one. I have been so im-
pressed by the way in which the children 
have settled quickly into their new classes 
and the adults in school are equally excited 
about the year ahead.  
 

Every week, I will be based at St Mary’s on 
Thursday and The Batt on Friday for the full 
day, unless there are any emergencies, but 
the rest of the week, I will be between the 
schools.  As you know, Julie Atkinson is the 
Assistant Headteacher and will be          
managing the school when I am off site. 
Sarah Costley and I talk on the phone and 
via email throughout the day regardless of 
which school I am at. Similarly, she is able 
to contact me with any concerns or issues 
at any time.  
 

The children have been asking me                 
questions this week to try to find out more 
about me! So, here are some of the         
answers: 
 

Favourite colour = black (but only to wear, 
not to paint my walls) 
 

Pets = 1 dog, Betty and three cats, Stella, 
Archie and Poppy 
 

Schooling = too long ago to remember 
 

Favourite food = cheese    
 

So have a wonderful weekend and I look 
forward to getting to know more of you 
over the next few weeks and seeing you at 
the Welcome Meeting on Monday.  
 

With warm regards, 
Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
The Reception children have 
had a great first week; they 
are settling in well and        
becoming more confident 
each day. They are eagerly 
exploring their learning         
environment. Using the          
tweezers to pick up small 
items, involved lots of         
concentration and                  
perseverance. 

Year One                         
What a fantastic first 
week we have had in 
Year 1! The children are 
happy, settled and          
enjoying chatting and 
playing together. They 
are already showing that 
they are 'loving to learn 
and learning to love', by 
becoming detectives and 
working hard to match 
the upper and lower case 
letters of the alphabet.  

Year Two                         
The Year 2 children have 
settled down quickly and 
happily this first week.  
They created self-portraits 
and then wrote a sentence 
about what they did in 
their summer holidays. 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.                                       

Mark 12.31 “Loving Others as we love ourselves” 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

 
Next week we will continue to focus on getting to know each other and making new     
friendships, linking into our topic ‘Do you want to be friends?’  

Children will continue to familiarise themselves with class and whole school routines. 
We will learn about another ‘Learning Muscle’ and all children will bring home a reading 
book.  

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be focusing on capital letters, letter formation and presentation to write a 
sentence about ourselves.  
 
Maths - We will focus on number recognition and counting on 1 more from any number up to 
100. We will practise writing and positioning our numbers in our maths books. 
 
Topic - We will begin our topic on dinosaurs, naming and labelling them and making our very 
own split pin dinosaur.  

Please can you give your child just one cereal box to bring in and any kitchen roll tubes you may have at home, over 
the next two weeks as we will be making a dinosaur habitat this term. Wow! what an exciting week we will have in 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

 
English - In spelling lessons, we will revisit the Year 1 common exception words and practise spelling them. Your child 
has been given a reading book and a new reading record this week and has been made aware of where our reading 
books are, in the classroom.  In English lessons, we will be reading a class text connected to our topic, 'Land Ahoy!' 
 
Maths - We will be locating numbers on a 100 square and a beaded 
number line, finding a number in between two numbers, ordering 
numbers and estimating an amount. 
 
Topic - We will study paintings of boats, commenting on what we like and notice about them and how it would feel 
to step into the painting. We will be investigating materials and their properties and learn about different types of 
boats. We will learn how to sketch boats.  
 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two  
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Messages & Notices 
 

Coronavirus Update 
We wanted to share with you the latest school information regarding Coronavirus. This information is current as of 
8/9/2021 and may be subject to change depending upon national or regional circumstances as we progress through 
the year. Further guidance and support will be shared with you should that be the case.  

Relaxations from previous year’s requirements:  
There is no longer a requirement for schools to exercise social distancing arrangements, bubble grouping and other 
management arrangements (such as one-way systems, phased catering provision) to separate pupils and staff within 
the school setting.  Additionally, should there be a positive case experienced within our school, the need to enforce 
isolation of groups of staff or pupils has been removed. 

Positive COVID case actions: 

 Anyone who tests positive - child or adult- should self-isolate for 10 days 

 Close contacts with that person are encouraged to take a PCR test. This is not mandatory, and these persons are 
not required to isolate unless they become a positive case themselves. This particularly applies to anyone who is 
double vaccinated or under the age of 18 years and 6 months. 

 There is no need for persons who are in a household setting, where there is a positive case, to self-isolate. 

The school has thorough risk assessments, procedures and contingency plans in place as well as continuing with   
regular hand washing, sanitising and teaching the children about good behaviours regarding coughs and colds. If 
have any questions, please do ask. 

Lunchboxes 
Please note we are a ‘No Nut School’ so packed lunches from home should not contain any.              
Mid-morning snacks are also provided via the Government Scheme so the children will enjoy a variety 
of fruit and vegetables. If your child has fruit in their lunchbox, please can you ensure grapes and 
strawberries are cut up, preferably on an angle. Thank you.  

Nasal Flu Vaccines 
The School Health Nurses Team will be coming into school on 10th November to administer the nasal 
flu vaccine to all the children.  If your child has already had their vaccine you will be able to inform the Nurses nearer 
the time as there will be an online permission form for completion. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

  

*Pupil Premium Eligibility —  Do you receive any of the following ?* 

Income Support/Employment Support Allowance                             Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 

Support under the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999             Universal Credit 
Child Tax Credit                  State Pension Credit 

If you do, the school could be eligible to claim certain grants for your child.  This is a significant amount of money 
that can be used to support your child. Even if you are only eligible for a short amount of time, the Pupil Premium 
funding stays with your child for six years. Please come in and talk to the School Office to see how we could help 
your child.  All matters will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Messages & Notices 
 

Trim Trail 
Please can we ask that you do not let your children play on the Trim Trail at either end of the day. It is for insurance 
purposes and we cannot be responsible for any accidents! Thank you. 
 
Times of the Day 
Just as a reminder of the timings of the school day, now that we have reverted back to pre-pandemic routines: 
 
8.40am - the front door is opened and the children should arrive and be dropped off outside their classrooms. 
8.55am - registration.  Please do not go into the classrooms or cloakrooms with your children, thank you.         
2.45pm - the front doors will be opened.  Please collect your children from outside their classes and exit by the     
second front door.  
 
Thank you for continuing to observe social distancing guidelines around the school. There is, however, now no need 
to queue outside! We are aware of a long line forming down the path on one side of school, but there is also room 
out to the front and left of the doors.   
 
If your child is going to Farmhouse Nursery on any day, please can you ensure that both the school office and the 
Farmhouse Nursery know.  We gather the children together at the end of the day and Farmhouse Nursery collect 
them from us at 3.00pm. 
 
Mobile Phone Reminder                                                                                                         
Please remember that St. Mary’s Infant School is a Mobile Free Zone and no mobiles should be 
used on site.  This is in accordance with guidelines from the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board, and the Governing Body politely requests all those entering the school to refrain from 
using their mobile phone on school grounds.  Thank you. 
 
PE Days 
As from next Monday 13th September, we are going to ask the children to bring their PE kits into school and they 
will be changing for their PE sessions in their classrooms.  PE tops are available from the school office and come in 
sizes 3/4, 5/6 and 7/8 years costing £6.00 each. 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER WELCOME MEETING WITH MS. BARWELL ALL  5.00pm 

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL 

PHOTOS AND SIBLINGS 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.50pm 

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER AUTUMN 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

WEDNESDAY 10TH             

NOVEMBER 

WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Message from the Governors 
 

Election of Parent Governor, September 2021 
  
The St Mary’s Infant School Governing Body is looking to recruit a new Parent Governor.  To be eligible to stand for 
election as a parent governor you must have parental responsibility for a pupil at the school.*   We want our         
governing body to be representative of the community we serve and so if you are interested and believe you can 
make a difference please consider joining us. 
  
We are looking for a new member who will bring some external skills that will strengthen the representation within 
the Governing Body, not just a person with an interest in St Mary’s school. Governors work closely as a team, and 
share responsibilities through sub-committees. 
  
The Governors play an important role in setting the strategic direction of the school as well as monitoring progress; 
and work closely with the Headteacher and the School Leadership Team. 
  
If you are interested in joining the Governing Body, or would like more information on the role, please email the 
Clerk to the Governing Body (governors@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk).  To submit a nomination you will need to 
send your expression of interest and a brief summary of your relevant skills/experience (maximum of 100 words) 
by Tuesday 21st September.  If we receive more than one expression of interest an election will be held with all    
parents/carers eligible to vote. 
  
Please think about taking on the role or suggesting someone who will do it well. We need committed parent         
governors to make the governing body as effective as it can be. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
John Summers, Chair of Governors 
  
* Parents who work at the school for 500 hours or more in any twelve month period (any parent who is paid to work 
more than 12.5 hours per week at the school) are not eligible to be parent governors but they are eligible to vote in 
parent governor elections. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

mailto:governors@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

