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Dear Families,  
 

Ordinarily, I would be writing to you as Chair of 
Governors to update you on how we are  
providing strategic oversight to St Mary’s. Given 
these are extraordinary times, you must be 
wondering what Governors are doing now… 
 

Our Governing Board meetings have been     
postponed. Instead, we hold regular ‘Emergency 
Action Committee’ meetings to make sure we 
are providing the support and quick decision-
making needed to respond to Covid-19. These 
are attended by our school trust who have been 
incredibly helpful. With ODST’s involvement, 
we’re confident St Mary’s is following all the 
latest government guidance to keep our        
children, families and staff as safe as possible.  
 

I’m sure I don’t need to tell you that a huge 
amount of that work is implemented by Mrs 
Grier and her team, to keep the school running 
smoothly and home-schooling accessible to all. 
I’d like to express my thanks to all of the staff, 
you have all been calm, kind and dedicated in 
these stormy times.  
 

Through all of this, Governors are guided by one 
key principle: what is best for the children at St 
Mary’s?  We are especially focussed on how we 
safeguard our children and how best to support 
our Year 2s as they move on to The Batt. I want 
to reassure you that we are all thinking about 
this and planning for the future. Governors also 
have a responsibility to the staff at school, to 
ensure their well-being. We will be thinking hard 
about the school’s strategic priorities in these 
changing times; this is especially challenging as 
we try to balance what the government requires 
of schools versus what better suits St Mary’s     
specific nature.  
 

We look forward to talking to you all when      
lockdown eases, and as ever, if you have       
anything you’d like to discuss with a Governor, 
do get in contact via the office. 
 

In the meantime, best wishes to all of you. I 
hope you are staying safe and keeping well.  
 

Kate Pengelly, Chair of Governors 

Messages & Advice 
 

Refunds 
We are aware that as we closed on 20th March, some of you may 
have wondered about a refund for any payments made for services 
not received such as an after school club, breakfast club, school trip 
or Year 2 concert tickets.  If you would like to claim a refund for any 
of these please email the office in the first instance at                
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk putting Refund in the       
subject line.  Please detail what refund you are claiming, including 
how many sessions or the name of the trip.  We will work through 
these as quickly as we can.  If we do not hear from you by Monday 
22nd June, we will assume you are not requiring a refund.  Please 
note that some refunds will be paid via cash.  Thank you for your     
patience with this.  

Outside Links to Support Well-being 
As a parent of a child in Reception to Year 2, please consider taking 
part in this parent survey from Oxford University Cospace survey. 
 

Emerging Minds is a useful website for supporting children with        
anxiety and worries. 
 

BBC Bitesize Parent Toolkit for Wellbeing.  
 

Self Care Ideas for Children. 
 

Supporting Parents who are Worried About Their Children’s Well-
being during Lockdown Booklet—Guidance for discussing worries, 
wellbeing tips etc.  

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Mindfulness Ideas and Games                                                                
Self-Soothe Box 

A self-soothe box is a great way to manage worries.  It can help you 
to feel more grounded and relaxed in times of stress.  Young Minds 
talk through how to make a self-soothe box and what is helpful to 

include, such as fidget toys, photographs, games and scents.         
 

Fun & Games - Balloon Pop! 
Why not try this fun and simple game using balloons and string.  
Each player has 1 balloon.  Using a piece of string, tie the balloon 
to the foot of each player, keeping the string length short.  You 
must then try to pop the other balloons without getting your own 
balloon popped! The last person left with a balloon is the winner! 

https://oxfordxpsy.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3VO130LTKOcloMd
https://emergingminds.org.uk/recommended-resources-supporting-children-and-young-people-with-worries-and-anxiety-links/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znsmxyc
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/self-care/
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2020-04/Supporting%20parents%20of%20Children%20and%20YoungPeople%20during%20lockdown.whsct_.pdf
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/how-to-make-a-self-soothe-box/

