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Dear Families, 
 
On Remembrance Day each of our classes 
took part in the commemorations by    
honouring those who have given their lives 
in service.  It was a moment of             
peacefulness and reflection across our 
school.  
 
At St Mary’s we aim to encourage our   
children to develop a love of reading and 
often I am asked to recommend books for 
children to read at different stages of their 
lives.  The Book Trust is the UK’s largest 
children’s reading charity and their website 
provides lots of excellent                          
recommendations as well as other useful 
information on new books and books 
linked to specific interests.  With Christmas 
just around the corner, it may provide lots 
of excellent ideas for books to read and 
share on Christmas morning. Click here to 
have a look. On our website we also have a 
handy booklet on questions to ask your 
child when you read together. Click here to 
see our guide. 
 
Opening the door to welcome our families 
was a strangely spotty experience this 
morning.  Either measles had swept 
through the school overnight, or it was 
‘Children in Need’.  The children assured 
me it was the latter.  I am delighted to let 
you know that through your generous   
donations, the school raised £122.  Thank 
you to everyone for supporting this event.  
 
Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier,  
Headteacher 
 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
On Wednesday we thought 
about why we wear poppies on 
Remembrance Day. We were 
able to make our own poppies 
and we had to concentrate and 
persevere to use scissors to cut 
the poppies out. 

Year One                         
Year One have had a 
fantastic week learning 
and were particularly 
involved when we  
commemorated        
Remembrance Day. The 
children participated in 
writing an acrostic     
poem, colouring in        
pictures and making 
their own bunting. 

Year Two                         
We took part in 
several activities on 
Wednesday 11th 
November for    
Remembrance Day.  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Trust.                                      

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/Reading_At_Home_Book-Talk_Questions_for_Parents.pdf
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - In key groups we will make up our own stories following the format of character, 
setting, problem and solution. We will also develop our segmenting for spelling skills by 
writing short phonetic sentences.  
 
Maths -  We will be learning about money; recognising and naming coins and recognising 
that different coins have different values and begin to match real coins to amounts of 
money e.g. 2p is two 1p coins, 5p is five 1p coins and 10p is ten 1p coins.  
 
Topic - We will start to consider the question ‘Why do squirrels hide their nuts?’ In art and 
craft activities we will start to make some squirrels and other woodland animals.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will learn about question sentences, how we ask them and write our very own to 
find out information about each other.  
 
Maths -  We will focus on number bonds to help us work out subtraction number sentences    
using inverse and solve subtraction word problems.  
 
Topic - We will be sorting animals into groups and find out which animals are mammals,           
amphibians, insects and birds.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will create a story map for our key text 'The Sweetest Song'. We will take part in role play to find out 
how Mama and Papa felt about what happened to Little Daughter when she was on the other side of the fence.  
 
Maths -  We will be measuring length and height using centimetres and metres and other 
units of measure such as hands, cubes and string. 
 
Topic - We will be looking at various pieces of artwork connected to the theme of 'urban 
landscapes'. We will be investigating what Witney was like in the past by looking at        
photographs.  
  
 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 
Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their nuts?  

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 
Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2021 (Y2 Parents) 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2021 to designated schools.  
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-
school/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying.  If you do require a paper form, please ask the 
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.   
 
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2021.  Late applications will not be considered until May 
2021 (after the first offers have been made).  Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt School 
next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th January 2021.  
Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools.  If you 
have any queries, please ask the School Office. 
 
Witney Schools Online Christmas Service 
As our Christmas plans for the forthcoming festive season have sadly had to be cancelled, we are going to participate 
in an online Christmas service which is being organised by Ross Meikle, Assistant Curate at St. Mary’s Church.  
Schools have been asked to send in either a poem, reading or carol to share across the Witney Partnership of 
schools.  We have chosen to have every class sing a verse from a Christmas carol accompanied by Miss Reynolds on 
the piano.  The children will be socially distanced outside in the playground and Mr. Wakefield, (Sophie’s Daddy in 
Reception), has kindly agreed to help us film and edit it.  We hope that the children will enjoy this festive event and 
more details will follow when we have them. The Safeguarding Officer for the Benefice of Witney will work diligently 
to operate within Safeguarding regulations, but do let us know if you have any questions or concerns surrounding 
this area. 
 

Reminder - Face Coverings 
Further to our request last week and the message from our Police Community Support Officer, please can we remind 
you, or anyone dropping off or collecting your child, to wear a face covering at all times when waiting outside the 
front of school.  Thank you for helping us to keep you and your children safe. 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL ALL DAY 

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY SPRING 1 TERM STARTS ALL NORMAL TIMES 

FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY DEADLINE FOR Y2 APPLICATIONS FOR Y3 & 

APPLICATIONS TO RECEPTION IN SEPT 2021 

Y2 PARENTS  

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

